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Grant Funding to support a Stronger Leeds

Grant Funding to support a Stronger Leeds 2026 – 2027
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1.
Introduction

The Community Recovery Fund is funding that has been made available by Central Government for Local authorities whose communities were affected by public disorder incidents in 2024. Leeds City Council have been given the funding to: reduce the risk of further disorder in the future and to rebuild social trust and promote cohesion between communities.
Leeds is a proud, diverse and welcoming city where people from more than 175 nationalities live, learn, work and contribute to our vibrant civic life. However, the Stronger Leeds Strategy (2026–2030) recognises that social cohesion cannot be taken for granted. Economic pressures, rising living costs, reduced opportunities for connection, social isolation, and national/international tensions all impact how communities relate to one another.

The Stronger Leeds Strategy sets out our ambition for Leeds to be a city where:

· people feel safe and connected,

· communities have strong relationships built on trust,

· differences are understood and celebrated, and

· people feel a genuine sense of belonging and shared responsibility.


To support delivery of this strategy, Leeds City Council is launching a one-off grant funding totalling £200,000 (£136,000 Revenue, £64,000 Capital) for third-sector organisations, grassroots groups, faith groups, and community organisations to deliver social cohesion activities across the city.
This funding creates opportunities for new, innovative projects, as well as continuation or expansion of existing programmes, where they clearly support the Stronger Leeds priorities. 
2.
Programme Purpose and Priorities 
This grant programme aims to strengthen social cohesion across Leeds by supporting activity that contributes to the Stronger Leeds strategic priorities:

SAFE — Create Safe Spaces for Community Conversation

Projects may aim to:

· Facilitate meaningful dialogue between communities, including lived‑experience sharing, conversations around stereotypes, prejudice or misunderstanding. 
· Build confidence in recognising and challenging hate and prejudice, including misogyny. 
.  
STRONG — Build Community Trust

Projects may aim to:

· Strengthen trust between communities and public/statutory services.

· Support formal and informal volunteering, civic engagement and community leadership.

· Foster intergenerational and/or interfaith connection.

UNDERSTANDING — Celebrate Our Differences and Build a Shared Feeling of Belonging

Projects may aim to:

· Deliver intercultural activities, festivals, events or creative opportunities that bring communities together, celebrating shared values and community pride. This could include celebrations for Leeds 400. 
· Funding an event/ events for International Day of Disabled people in December - reducing disability hate crime and raising awareness of diversity. 
THRIVING — Promote Community Ownership & Shared Responses

Projects may aim to:

· Build capacity and confidence among community leaders and active residents.

· Create opportunities for people to take part in volunteering who may otherwise face barriers such as transport, financial constraints, or accessibility challenges.

We encourage applications from projects that help broaden participation, especially by actively engaging people who are underrepresented or are less likely to take part in community discussions or local activities.
When is the funding available? 

Funding will be released for the first half of the project immediately upon completion of the assessment, verification processes and signing of the grant agreement for this grant round. The second half of the funding will be released following mid‑point monitoring checks to ensure progress against the specified outcomes. Therefore, when planning your project activity and outcomes, you must carefully consider what can realistically be achieved within these timescales. Organisations may apply for funding to deliver projects lasting a minimum of 6 months and a maximum of 18 months. 
We are looking to deliver a range of activities across the city as soon as possible.  Activity must clearly demonstrate how it will support the aims and outcomes of this grant funding guidance and criteria. 
Who Can Apply for this Funding?

Applications are welcomed from:

· third‑sector organisations,

· registered charities,

· community or grassroots groups,

· faith‑based organisations,

· partnerships, networks, or consortia with a clearly identified lead organisation.

· schools or education settings 

Funding Available
· Total available: £200,000 (£136,000 Revenue, £64,000 Capital)

· Minimum application: £5,000 

· Maximum application: £50,000 (Revenue), £25,000 (Capital) - £75,000 in total (please see frequently asked questions for further information on Revenue and Capital spend)
3.
Eligible Activities
Projects must clearly demonstrate how they contribute to at least one Stronger Leeds priority (Safe, Strong, Understanding, Thriving). Examples include, but are not limited to:

1. Dialogue & Community Conversations

· Facilitated conversations on difference, prejudice, or shared community issues

· Intergenerational or interfaith discussion forums

· Youth-led dialogue programmes in schools or community settings

2. Volunteering, Leadership & Community Ownership

· Programmes that build capacity of local volunteers

· Initiatives that support community leadership, especially from underrepresented groups

· Projects emphasising co‑design, co‑delivery or community‑led decision‑making

3. Events, Festivals & Shared Activities

· Intercultural learning events

· Social, cultural or creative activities that bring diverse communities together

· Sport or arts‑based cohesion activities

· Events in parks and green spaces that promote connection
· Developing or supporting physical spaces to bring communities into contact with others. 


4. Tackling Misinformation, Prejudice & Hate

· Creative approaches to challenge discriminatory narratives

· Community‑led campaigns promoting inclusion, diversity and shared values

5. Strengthening Trust Between Communities & Services

· Projects improving access, visibility or understanding of services

· Initiatives designed to reduce neighbourhood tensions

6. Reducing Isolation & Improving Connectedness
· Activities with older adults, young people, newcomers, or other groups experiencing isolation

· Programmes supporting friendship-building and neighbourliness
7. Safety and Security 
· Improving security measures for at risk venues, including through enhancing CCTV, installing security fencing and improvements to security and street lighting.
· Measures to prevent anti-social behaviour, crime and reduce reoffending including youth diversionary activities.

This list is not exhaustive. If unsure about eligibility, you can request clarification.

4. Ineligible Activities

The following will not be considered for funding:

· Political Activity
· Religious Worship 

· Activity delivered outside Leeds or not benefitting Leeds residents

· Retrospective costs (work already completed)

· Fundraising events or initiatives

· Project management fees exceeding 10% 
· For-profit organisations
· All fund-raising events or activities. 
5. Conditions of Grant Funding & Submitting Your Application

· All applications must be submitted using the official application form.

· Partnerships must include a service level agreement and name a lead organisation.

· Applications under £5,000 will be ineligible.

· Activity must be deliverable for no longer than 18 months.
· Quarterly monitoring will be required, with templates issued upon award.

Payment schedule: 

50% upon receipt of signed grant agreement
50% mid‑project, subject to satisfactory monitoring returns.

7. Grant Funding Process

Below is the expected timeline (subject to confirmation):

	Stage
	Date

	Grant funding round launches
	26th May 2026

	Deadline for applications
	23rd June 2026

	Assessment panel convenes
	Late June 2026

	Applicants notified
	July 2026

	Grant agreements issued*
	July 2026

	Funded activity begins*
	July 2026


* Subject to receipt of satisfactory documentation
8. Frequently Asked Questions

· When will I find out whether my application has been successful?

We hope to be able to notify applicants of the outcome of the Grant Funding Process by the end of June/early July 2026.
· Who will decide if my application is successful?

Applications will be assessed, and recommendations made by a panel of representatives from Leeds City Council.
· Can the Grant Funding be used to support core costs, including staff management and overheads?

Project management fees should not exceed 10% of the total project costs.  
· Will I be required to provide monitoring information?
Yes. All successful projects will be required to submit quarterly monitoring information and retain evidence of expenditure and achievements of outputs and outcomes. End of project monitoring and evaluation report will be a requirement. Further information will be provided detailing the requirements and a monitoring form will be issued with the grant agreement. 

Throughout the duration of the project, staff may wish to arrange a visit ahead of second payment being made. 
· Can I apply for more than one project?
Yes. Organisations may submit multiple applications or partner on more than one proposal.

· Is match funding required?
No, but matched or in‑kind contributions may strengthen your application.

· If my project is successful, how will I receive the grant?

The payment terms are as follows: 50% of this grant funding will be paid in advance. Upon satisfactory receipt of quarterly monitoring the final 50% payment will be made halfway through your project delivery. Grant recipients shall closely monitor the delivery and success of the project throughout the grant period to ensure that the aims and objectives of the project are being met. No grant shall be paid unless and until the funder is satisfied that such payment will be used for proper expenditure in the delivery of the project. All terms and conditions will be included in the grant funding agreement. 

· How do I submit my application? Can I submit my application form electronically, or do I need to submit a signed original by the deadline?

Please submit your application form with attached supporting documents by 5pm 23rd June 2026 by email to cohesion@leeds.gov.uk
· Can I access any help to complete my application form?

As staff in the Migration team will be assessing applications, it will not be appropriate for this team to provide detailed support around the specifics of your application.  Officers will be happy to provide more general guidance about the grant funding process, any queries can be submitted by email to cohesion@leeds.gov.uk. Other sources of advice may be available within your own partnerships/networks.

· Can I apply for both revenue and capital funding?

Yes.  
· What is the difference between Revenue and Capital? 
Revenue spend covers day‑to‑day running and activity costs. This funding should support services, programmes, staffing, events, and ongoing delivery, rather than creating long‑term assets. Revenue funding is typically time‑limited and used to achieve short- to medium‑term outcomes, such as improved relationships between communities, increased participation, or reduced tensions.

Examples of eligible revenue spend

· Staffing and delivery 

· Programme activity 

· Events and engagement 

· Training and capacity building 

· Materials and consumables 

· Operational costs (including access to space)

Capital spend relates to one‑off investment in physical assets or infrastructure that have a useful life of more than one year. This is funding could be used to create or significantly improve places, buildings, or long‑term facilities that communities use. Capital spending is about legacy and long-term benefit, not day‑to‑day service delivery.

Examples of eligible capital spend

· Physical improvements to buildings and spaces 

· Equipment (e.g. fixed IT/ audio‑visual equipment, Kitchen equipment) 

· Public realm interventions (e.g. permeant artwork/ installations, landscaping)

· Fixtures and fittings 

10. Useful resources: 

	Stronger Leeds Strategy 2026 to 2030 | Leeds.gov.uk
	Stronger Leeds Strategy (2026–2030)


	Leeds Ambitions | Leeds Ambitions
	Leeds Ambitions

	Leeds Hate Crime Strategy 2025 to 2028 | Leeds.gov.uk
	Hate Crime Strategy 

	Leeds Volunteering Strategy
	Leeds Volunteering Strategy

	City vision | Leeds.gov.uk
	Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Vision and Action Plan
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